The anatomical effects of surgically repositioning the disc in the temporomandibular joint of rats. An experimental study.
A sample of 16 rats was used as experimental material to evaluate the effect of surgical repositioning of the disc of the temporomandibular joint according to the technique described by McCarty and Farrar (1979) and its variation according to Leopard (1984). The animals were killed 6 weeks postoperatively. Macroscopic and microscopic examination revealed that in all rats treated according to the procedure of McCarty and Farrar (1979) the disc had completely disappeared. The underlying condyle was deformed to a mushroom shape and the cartilage of the condyle was thickened. In seven of eight rats operated on according to the technique of Leopard, the same results were observed. It is concluded that surgical repositioning of the disc according to these techniques represents a method of disc removal.